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About NBN

• NBN is an agency of the 
federal government. Our 
mission:

• Develop Belgian, European (EN), 
international (ISO) standards

• Stimulate the use of standards 

• Develop solutions for easy 
access to standards

Portfolio of 42.000 standards

1.500 new standards each year

> 3.000 experts

> 770 commissions



NBN Value Proposition



What are standards?

• A standard is an agreement about a product, a service or a process

• Standards reflect best practices

• A standard is not a law but meant to be voluntarily applied



Why use standards?

• Increasing efficiency and quality in business, 
thereby reducing costs

• Ensuring that products or services are better 
accepted in other countries and support 
export

• Improving the quality of products or 
services so customer satisfaction rises

• More environmentally friendly, safe and 
sustainable products and production 
processes



Why participate in standardisation?

• Gaining first-hand knowledge: Learn about future technological 
developments and trends

• Influencing the standards development process: This allows a 
company to protect its investments in products and research & 
development

• Building a local network: Belgian standardisation committees are the 
ideal meeting place to develop new contacts and exchange ideas

• Building an international network: Participating in TC or WG allows 
you to build international contacts



Standardisation in Belgium

8

+ 24 Sector Operators
e.g. IBE-BIV

Societal stakeholders

Public 
authorities

Industry & 
Federations

Academic

Companies



Role of National Mirror Committee

Comment and vote                           on CEN/ISO standards

Monitor the published standards Write NBN standards 

Ex: IBE-BIV/E169: 

• prEN 1838 “Lighting applications -
Emergency lighting

• NBN L18-003 “Code de bonne pratique de 
l'éclairage des tunnels et passages routiers 
souterrains - Regels van goed 
vakmanschap voor verlichting van 
wegtunnels en ondergrondse doorgangen”



Role of National Mirror Committee: Vote



Role of National Mirror Committee: Vote

Vote + Comment

Consult Documents

Position



Standardisation Processes

Enquiry stage: 

• Every project must pass one public review

• First circulation outside the committee

• Available for comments on 
https://pe.nbn.be/

https://pe.nbn.be/


CEN Standardisation Process

Weighted votes:

≥ 55% of all votes cast are positive (abst. not counted) and the 
population of the countries having voted positively (abst. not counted) 
≥ 65% of the population of all the countries having voted (abst. not 
counted)

Weighted votes are used for: 
• 10 – New Work Item
• 40 – Public Enquiry (prEN)
• 50 – Approval Stage (FprEN)



NBN Standardisation Process

Until 1st April 2021
• Ratification = Bekrachtiging –

Homologation
• Belgian standard
• National amendment

• Registration = Registratie –
Enregistrement

• European standard
• International standard
• Belgian technical document

Now

• Publication = Publicatie – Publication
• Belgian standard

• Consolidated version in case of Amendment

• European Standard

• International & foreign standard

• Belgian technical document



Conclusion

• NBN facilitates the development of NBN, EN and ISO standards

• NBN gives organizations access to knowledge:
• Create – Use – Learn - Share 

• Participation in standardisation may influence the standards 
development process

• Importance of the Belgian position and vote of the experts
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